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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON DELEGATED LEGISLATION 
Eighty-fourth Report — “Access to Australian Standards Adopted in Delegated Legislation” — Tabling 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral) [10.10 am]: I am directed to present the eighty-fourth report of 
the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation, “Access to Australian Standards Adopted in 
Delegated Legislation”. 
[See paper 4236.] 
Hon MARK LEWIS: The report that I have just tabled advises the house of the committee’s findings and 
recommendations following its inquiry into access to Australian Standards that have been adopted in delegated 
legislation. It raises serious concerns about the ability of members of the public, businesses, government, unions 
and indeed members of this Parliament to access those standards free of charge. Of course, when they have been 
adopted in regulations and local laws, standards become as much a part of the law of this state as the contents of 
any statute. The committee is strongly of the view that, as such, those laws should be freely available to all. 
The report makes 12 recommendations overall, some of which would involve minor statutory amendments, 
designed to ameliorate some of the concerns the committee raises with regard to free access to standards. It also 
highlights the difficulties currently faced by the committee in scrutinising delegated legislation on behalf of 
Parliament, when external material such as Australian Standards is adopted under the provisions of the 
Interpretation Act 1984 and the Local Government Act 1995. However, this is not a problem that afflicts 
Western Australia alone, and the committee is aware that other governments across the country are awaiting the 
outcome of this inquiry. Moreover, a workable solution cannot be achieved by this Parliament or by the 
government of Western Australia working alone. Our overall recommendation therefore, as members will see, is 
that a national approach is needed to make the law accessible to all, which would also, we believe, bring public 
sector fiscal benefits. We urge the government to proceed without delay to take the actions recommended. 
I commend the report to the house. 
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